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1→ 201408_17_IMG_1160: 17.08.2014 
19:18, amsterdam, netherlands

→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201408_17_IMG_1160-bicycles-parked-outside-building-by-E-Girardet


street philosophy
The streets are a collective canvas, sometimes 
they even become a philosophical forum where 
anonymous voices share their truths. In shop 
windows, on walls, and in unexpected corners of 
our urban landscape, messages appear that stop 
us, forcing a moment of recognition, a smile, or 
a pause for deeper thought.

This collection captures some of those encounters 
with street philosophy — the handwritten 
signs, bold declarations, and quietly profound 
statements that transform city spaces into sites 
of human connection. Authentic expressions from 
people who share a piece of wisdom, humor or 
truth; the moment, when someone decided their 
private thoughts deserved public space. From the 
witty to the profound, from the encouraging to 
the challenging, these messages remind us that 
philosophy isn't confined to academic halls — it 
lives in the spaces we walk through every day.

There's something refreshingly human about 
encountering unfiltered thoughts in physical 
space. These street philosophers are offering 
their perspectives to anyone willing to look up.

The city speaks – these are its voices.
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1→ 200609_28_CRW_5238: 28.09.2006 
11:35, berlin, germany

Free to use. 

All images in this booklet are 
freely available in high resolution 
for your usage with a Creative 
Commons license (CC BY-SA).  
Just click on an image and follow 
the link to download it from the  
online collection.

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/200609_28_CRW_5238-resistance-to-sexuality-references-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201706_08_IMG_4992: 08.06.2017 
12:49, paris, france

2→ 201707_27_IMG_5821: 27.07.2017 
12:28, lissabon, portugal

3→ 200911_21_DSC_1205-PS: 21.11.2009 
15:15, berlin, germany
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https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201706_08_IMG_4992-loved-and-loved-now-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201707_27_IMG_5821-turquoise-pura-poesia-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/200911_21_DSC_1205-PS-weathered-wall-with-violence-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 202005_09_IMG_3502: 09.05.2020 
14:54, berlin, germany 

2→ 201112_27_DSC_7588: 27.12.2011 
16:10, liege, belgium

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201112_27_DSC_7588-philosophia-relief-sculpture-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202005_09_IMG_3502-leave-no-one-behind-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201307_19_DSC7361: 19.07.2013 
17:38, brussels, belgium

2→ 202110_12_IMG_9320: 12.10.2021 
18:18, marseille, france

3→ 201307_21_DSC7638: 21.07.2013 
12:38, brussels, belgium

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202110_12_IMG_9320-graffiti-future-french-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201307_19_DSC7361-street-sign-for-future-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201307_21_DSC7638-closed-shop-facade-with-paradise-sign-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201108_06_IMG_0547: 06.08.2011 
15:20, berlin, germany

2→ 202304_09_IMG_5954: 09.04.2023 
18:45, münchen, munic, germany

3→ 201002_12_IMG_0455: 12.02.2010 
14:58, berlin, germany

4→ 202309_28_IMG_7641: 28.09.2023 
09:04, wolfenbuettel, germany

5→ 202309_28_IMG_7640: 28.09.2023 
09:04, wolfenbuettel, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201002_12_IMG_0455-false-prophets-and-teachers-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202309_28_IMG_7641-ich-written-on-station-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202309_28_IMG_7640-stairs-with-german-text-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201108_06_IMG_0547-kids-turn-huts-into-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202304_09_IMG_5954-pracht-ist-shop-facade-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201508_12_DSC04815: 12.08.2015 
14:42, porto, portugal

2→ 201508_09_DSC04250: 09.08.2015 
12:16, porto, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201508_12_DSC04815-sunbathers-on-beach-under-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201508_09_DSC04250-urban-bridge-with-maybe-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201307_21_DSC7754: 21.07.2013 
20:28, brussels, belgium

2→ 201207_18_DSC_1611: 18.07.2012 
15:58, straßburg, france

3→ 202107_21_IMG_7772: 21.07.2021 
14:48, coimbra, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201307_21_DSC7754-french-quote-revolution-without-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201207_18_DSC_1611-building-facade-displays-text-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202107_21_IMG_7772-open-your-mind-on-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201307_20_DSC7623a: 20.07.2013 
20:39, brussels, belgium

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201307_20_DSC7623-person-walks-dog-past-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1–7→ 09.04.2012 12:47, augsburg, 
     germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2826-na-das-graffiti-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2825-das-ist-painted-in-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2824-white-letters-istja-g-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2823-ja-ganz-on-wooden-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2822-large-white-german-text-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2821-white-letters-bezaube-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201204_09_IMG_2820-ubernd-painted-on-wooden-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 202102_21_IMG_6214: 21.02.2021 
15:14, berlin, germany

2→ 201807_05_RXX0165: 05.07.2018 
10:04, berlin, germany

3→ 201707_27_IMG_5883: 27.07.2017 
15:49, lissabon, portugal

4→ 202107_30_IMG_8246: 30.07.2021 
19:01, porto, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202102_21_IMG_6214-brains-and-hearts-with-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201807_05_RXX0165-text-on-building-english-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202107_30_IMG_8246-enjoy-the-silence-written-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201707_27_IMG_5883-self-described-and-self-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201706_07_IMG_4915: 07.06.2017 
16:24, paris, france

2→ 201706_08_IMG_5033: 08.06.2017 
18:20, paris, france

3→ 201603_25_IMG_8669: 25.03.2016 
18:14, barcelona, spain

4→ 201607_21_IMG_0511: 21.07.2016 
17:18, porto, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201706_07_IMG_4915-art-is-a-dirty-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201706_08_IMG_5033-stenciled-word-tragicoptimist-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201607_21_IMG_0511-wall-graffiti-expresses-sadness-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201603_25_IMG_8669-illuminated-veritas-sign-above-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201106_19_IMG_0011: 19.06.2011 
13:26, stockholm, sweden

2→ 201210_11_IMG_2763: 11.10.2012 
17:39, maastricht, netherlands

3→ 201405_14_IMG_1857: 14.05.2014 
13:14, chiang mai, thailand

4→ 201608_24_IMG_1391: 24.08.2016 
20:53, berlin, germany

5→ 201210_06_DSC_3249: 06.10.2012 
00:20, new york, united states of 
america

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201106_19_IMG_0011-hope-in-yellow-neon-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201210_11_IMG_2763-street-with-buildings-and-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201210_06_DSC_3249-sign-says-forget-fear-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201608_24_IMG_1391-relax-at-the-bosom-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201405_14_IMG_1857-chinese-new-year-wish-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201810_28_IMG_2558: 28.10.2018 
14:14, portimao, portugal

2→ 202107_28_IMG_8175: 28.07.2021 
18:04, porto, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201810_28_IMG_2558-tique-blue-text-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202107_28_IMG_8175-utopia-in-the-street-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201410_23_DSC01011: 23.10.2014 
15:50, antwerpen, belgium

2→ 202409_07_IMG_8752: 07.09.2024 
12:34, santander, spain

3→ 202010_31_IMG_5458: 31.10.2020 
18:07, berlin, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201410_23_DSC01011-dutch-text-on-glass-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202409_07_IMG_8752-mosaic-sign-on-yellow-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202010_31_IMG_5458-what-is-your-story-neon-sign-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201308_27_IMG_6520: 27.08.2013 
10:36, berlin, germany

2→ 202407_02_IMG_7786: 02.07.2024 
16:51, regensburg, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202407_02_IMG_7786-time-for-something-new-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201308_27_IMG_6520-you-gotta-do-what-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 202308_18_IMG_7172: 18.08.2023 
12:44, maastricht, netherlands

2→ 202108_04_IMG_8456: 04.08.2021 
12:43, povoa de varzim, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202108_04_IMG_8456-people-walk-past-wall-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202308_18_IMG_7172-anti-capitalist-love-notes-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201408_17_IMG_1160: 17.08.2014 
19:18, amsterdam, netherlands

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201408_17_IMG_1160-bicycles-parked-outside-building-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201908_26_IMG_0012: 26.08.2019 
19:19, leipzig, germany

2→ 201910_14_IMG_0764: 14.10.2019 
13:28, zürich, switzerland

3→ 201410_05_DSC00850: 05.10.2014 
15:05, berlin, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201908_26_IMG_0012-vermont-painted-on-brick-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201910_14_IMG_0764-paradox-graffiti-on-wall-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201410_05_DSC00850-quote-on-concrete-block-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201603_22_IMG_8565: 22.03.2016 
13:39, barcelona, spain

2→ 202307_24_IMG_6833: 24.07.2023 
13:31, starnberger see, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202307_24_IMG_6833-denk-nach-graffiti-on-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201603_22_IMG_8565-think-spray-painted-on-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201905_19_RXX04190: 19.05.2019 
18:45, rom, italy

2→ 202301_27_RXX02321: 27.01.2023 
21:19, berlin, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201905_19_RXX04190-201905_19_RXX04190-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202301_27_RXX02321-composition-is-important-but-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201706_01_IMG_4599: 01.06.2017 
20:37, magdeburg, germany

2→ 201610_24_IMG_2276: 24.10.2016 
15:59, leipzig, germany

3→ 201810_12_IMG_2285: 12.10.2018 
11:52, dessau, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201706_01_IMG_4599-german-graffiti-says-dont-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201610_24_IMG_2276-building-facade-with-quote-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201810_12_IMG_2285-peaceful-with-brain-guitars-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 202009_30_IMG_5188: 30.09.2020 
11:18, berlin, germany

2→ 201803_27_IMG_9387: 27.03.2018 
12:10, palermo, italy

5→ 201712_18_IMG_8057: 18.12.2017 
13:42, bangkok, thailand

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201803_27_IMG_9387-love-demons-darkness-perfect-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202009_30_IMG_5188-german-quote-on-mannequin-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201712_18_IMG_8057-manhole-cover--by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201805_11_DSC05555: 11.05.2018 
19:57, rotterdam, netherlands

2→ 201411_08_IMG_1807: 08.11.2014 
15:33, berlin, germany

3→ 201304_08_IMG_3736: 08.04.2013 
08:08, berlin, germany

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201805_11_DSC05555-dutch-wall-quote-about-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201411_08_IMG_1807-life-is-perfect-dance-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201304_08_IMG_3736-utility-signs-and-german-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201607_21_IMG_0476: 21.07.2016 
10:25, porto, portugal

2→ 201508_11_DSC04747a: 11.08.2015 
19:22, porto, portugal

3→ 201608_10_DSC08540: 10.08.2016 
13:27, orense, spain

4→ 201508_11_DSC04632: 11.08.2015 
13:19, porto, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201607_21_IMG_0476-window-reflects-street-life-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201508_11_DSC04747-mejor-amame-tarde-que-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201608_10_DSC08540-anger-hides-pain-start-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201508_11_DSC04632-imagine-everyone-heard-this-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 202211_08_IMG_4224: 08.11.2022 
12:28, berlin, germany

2→ 201910_12_IMG_0672: 12.10.2019 
17:55, zürich, switzerland

3→ 202308_18_IMG_7173: 18.08.2023 
12:44, maastricht, netherlands

4→ 202409_11_IMG_8913: 11.09.2024 
14:28, santander, spain

5→ 200407a_concept-urbain_G: 
26.08.2004 00:10, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202211_08_IMG_4224-poster-with-text-we-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201910_12_IMG_0672-sorry-universe-closed-use-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202308_18_IMG_7173-drama-is-everything-god-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202409_11_IMG_8913-art-changes-your-perspective-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/200407a_concept-urbain_G-manhole-cover-concept-urbain-by-E-Girardet
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→ photo.etiennegirardet.de

1→ 201708_14_IMG_6374: 14.08.2017 
13:42, porto, portugal

2→ 202504_22_IMG_1425: 22.04.2025 
17:14, faro, portugal

https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/202504_22_IMG_1425-give-gifts-time-graffiti-on-wall-by-E-Girardet
https://photo.etiennegirardet.de/picture.php/201708_14_IMG_6374-understanding-things-listening-to-by-E-Girardet



